THE CHALLENGE: 



This article challenges: 

1. President Richard Nixon 

2. Congress 

3. The American Press and Communications Industry 

4. Any Inquiring Reporter 

5. The American Public 



The challenge takes the form of one specific check on the 
validity of the Warren Commission's conclusion that Lee Harvey 
Oswald was the lone assassin of President Kennedy. It is 
only one of hundreds of checks that have never been made, by 
anyone, not by the Warren Commission, not by Jim Garrison, 
not by private researchers , and certainly not by responsible 
Dallas law officials. 

Yet, facts recorded by the Commission and by the cameras of 
three Dallas news photographers indicate the distinct possi- 
bility that the men in the pictures shown herein, participated 
in the assassination of President Kennedy. 

The President of the United States, or a legally constituted 
group with the power to subpoena Dallas officials and news- 
men, should check on the following points. 

Recommended Investigation: 

1. Who are these men? 

2. What were they doing in Dealey Plaza? 

3. Who are the two policemen who arrested them and 
escorted them to the sheriff's office? 

4. Why were they released with no record kept of who 
they are? 

5 . Who released them? 

6. Did they fire a shot or shots from the grassy 
knoll area? 

Either - Or: 

Either the Warren Commission is right, and these men were 
completely innocent "Tramps," or they are wrong and these 
men may have been involved in the assassination. The real 
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challenge is: If the Commission is right, there should be 

no reluctance whatsoever on the part of the Dallas police 
and sheriff’s office, and also the "Tramps" themselves, to 
answer quickly and in an innocent way , each of the six 
questions listed above. 

On the other hand, if the Commission is wrong, any group 
investigating these men can not only expect to meet with 
severe resistance from Dallas officials , but possibly 
violent resistance from unknown sources. 

It is for this reason the Challenge is being made primarily 
to the President and Congress. Although an inquiring 
reporter or a group from the communications industry might 
try to conduct the investigation. If the men were involved, 
such an inquiry might actually be very dangerous. Certainly, 
it would be blocked at every turn without interstate 
subpoena power. 

The Facts : 

A. Testimony 

There are two items of testimony recorded in the 26 Volumes 
of Hearings and Exhibits to the Warren Report, having a 
bearing on the "Tramps" in the photographs. 

These are: 

1. Sgt. D. V. Harkness - Dallas Police - Vol. VI, 

page 312. 

2. Sheriff Harold Elkins - Dallas Co. Sheriffs' 

office - Vol. XIX, page 540. 

A third witness was interviewed and tape recorded privately 
by Mark Lane. Lee Bowers, railroad signal tower operator, 
gave statements reported in "A Citizens Dissent. The 
detailed testimony of all three witnesses is reproduced in 
the last section of this article. 

B. Photographs 

Seven photographs were taken of the "Tramps" by three Dallas 
and Ft. Worth newsphotographers ; Jack Beers of the Dallas 
Morning News (2) , William Allen of the Dallas Time Herald 
(3) , and George Smith of the Ft. Worth Star Telegram. Four 
of the latter five photos are reproduced in this article. 

All seven photos were taken as the "Tramps were being 
escorted, presumably under arrest by two Dallas policemen 
from the rail yards behind the parking lot west of the 



